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*They Told Me Their Stories*     
          

 

Azusa Street Revival: 
Shekinah (definition): A Hebrew word that means “He caused to 

dwell,” as was the divine visitation of the Presence of God on 

earth during the Azusa Street Revival. 
 

Around 1910 William Seymour prophesied that in approximately 

one-hundred years God would visit His church again in another 

great revival and outpouring of the Shekinah Glory… 
 

“The (Shekinah) Glory of the Lord settled on Mount Sinai.  For six days, the cloud covered the mountain 

and on the seventh day the Lord called to Moses from within the cloud.  To the Israelites, the Glory of the 

Lord looked like at consuming fire on top of the mountain.” ~Exodus 24:16-17 
 

HOPE 
 H- Humble – William Seymour’s box  

 O- Obedient – A.G. Garr’s repentance & missionary work; William Seymour’s Pasadena trip 

 P- Prayer – Bonnie Brae prayer group; Pasadena prayer meeting 

 E- Expectancy/Faith – Sister Carney Rule 
 

“If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn 

from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their 

land.” ~ 2 Chronicles 7:14  
 

Setting the Stage 

 William Seymour 
 Born in 1870 in Louisiana to parents who were born slaves, but were freed by Emancipation Act.  

 Contracted smallpox and almost died in Cincinnati, OH.  Face heavily scarred and left eye blind. 

 1905 heard Pentecostal message in Houston TX and moved to Topeka KS to attend Bible School. 

 Charles Parham taught on Holy Spirit and some students received Baptism in HS with tongues 

 Seymour moved to Los Angeles in February 1906 to pastor a congregation, but was rejected 

because of teaching on Baptism of Holy Spirit. He was padlocked out of his own church 

 Bonnie Brae Street 
 Small group of believers gathered in prayer.  Brother Lee received Baptism of Holy Spirit on 

April 9th 1906 & Seymour received baptism on April 12th. Quickly grew to hundreds gathering. 

 Police came and told them they had to find another place to gather.  They found the Azusa St. 

mission, but had no money to rent it. 

 Pisgah/ Topeka, KS 
 Brother Lankford attended bible school in Topeka, KS and then returned to Pisgah (Los Angeles). 

Shared the message of the infilling of Holy Spirit with Dr. Yoakum, founder of Pisgah, who 

accepted the teaching and began sharing the experience with others who attended- 1904. 

 Sister Carney at age 15, heard this message and received Baptism of Holy Spirit.  She moved to 

Pasadena and witnessed to her friends at the Baptist church.  They all began seeking the Baptism 

of the Holy Spirit and by 1906 were asked to leave the church. 

 Azusa Street 
 The Bonnie Brae prayer group found a new meeting place, but needed money to rent it. 

 God spoke to William Seymour to board a trolley and go to Pasadena.  The Lord then directed 

him to an apartment, where a group of young women were praying and asking God to bring 

revival to Los Angeles. 
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Their Stories: 
 

“That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we 

have looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim concerning the Word of life.  The life 

appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the 

Father and has appeared to us. We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may 

have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. We write 

this to make our joy complete.” ~1 John 1:1-4 
 

Sister Darnell 

 Sister Darnell’s mother was 3-yr old during the Revival and would take naps under the pews 

 Her mother loved the Glory Mist and gathered it to herself.  Would play hide-n-seek in the mist. 

 Succeeded Aimee-Semple McPherson as head Pastor at Angelus Temple in Los Angeles.  

 Prophesied to Brother Tommy Welchel his book would be written 40 years beforehand. 
 

Sister Carney 

 Baptism of Holy Spirit at 15 yrs old.  Helped Fund the start of Azusa St Revival at 17 yrs of age. 

 Known for great FAITH and the Sister Carney Rule 

 Healings/Miracles (saw 6-8 per week for 3.5 years) 

 Woman’s ear grew out.   

 Wheelchair bound people healed and given back mobility 

 Brother Aubrey’s legs healed (removed braces)  Pastored large church in Los Angeles 

 Twisted and broken bones would pop and be fully healed 

 Shekinah Glory 

 Glory mist was like breathing pure oxygen.  Heaven came down to earth. 

 Glory Flames seen on and above the Azusa St mission.  Fire Department called many times 

 Healings/Miracles increased exponentially when mist was thick or flames were present 

 Seymour 

 Great respect for Seymour.  Anointing was like electricity and could shock you- pass out 

 Humble- at beginning of services he would sit with a box on his head for 10 mins to an hour  

 Miracles increased when Seymour was present. Would pray for large groups/mass healings 

 Discipleship 

 Had God-given natural leadership & oversaw revival meetings until William Seymour arrived 

 Partnered with young Ralph Riggs (14) and C.W. Ward (12) in ministry. These two young 

boys would later co-found “The Assemblies of God” denomination. 

 Good friends with Brother Fox (Missionary to India) & John G Lake (Missionary to S Africa) 
 

Brother Anderson 

 One of the first to receive Baptism of the Holy Spirit at Azusa St at the age of 15.  

 Modern day Zacchaeus- was often standing on benches watching all the miracles occurring. 

 Healings/Miracles 

 Club Foot- young man afflicted his whole life. Concerned Jesus only paid for healings of 

sickness & disease. Brother Anderson raised his FAITH by telling him of the miracles seen at 

Azusa.  Then prayed in Jesus Name & foot straightened/healed 

 Sister Diane had tumor ½ size of basketball on her neck. Doctors said was too big to operate 

and she would die. Glory flames gave her faith.  Received prayer and tumor disappeared 

 Shekinah Glory 

 Hard to explain because it could only be described, but not understood. 

 Smoke-like substance that would glow as God began moving.  Couldn’t blow it with a fan or 

pick it up.  Could walk in, sit in it, breathe it in, but couldn’t capture/bottle it. 

 Glory Flames were visible up to fifty feet in the air above Azusa St mission. 

 During worship when people began singing in tongues God’s glory & power increased. 
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 Seymour 

 Man of great FAITH who never doubted anything of God’s kingdom.  

 Brilliant preacher who could express the depth of God’s teaching in simple phrases. 

 Asked a group of rheumatoid arthritis patients if they wanted to see a miracle?  Prayed in 

Jesus’ name as bones began popping, legs & arms straightened, and all 12 were healed. 

 Deformed man with warts all over his face was healed and the warts fell off to the floor. 

 Bro. Anderson confirmed the Glory stayed until Seymour stopped placing the box on his head 

 

Brother Sines (piano player) & Brother Christopher (violin player) 

 Worship leaders at Azusa who would play and sing any song Seymour requested from memory 

 Sing in the Spirit- joined by the “Heavenly Choir” 

 Healings/Miracles 

 Took crutches from and prayed for crippled boy.  Was healed and began running and dancing 

 Woman brought her blind husband to revival & commanded Bro Christopher to “heal him.”  

Christopher explained he had no power to heal, but Jesus did and he was instantly healed 

 Young man’s arm burned at work and had developed Gang green infection and was to be 

amputated.  Christopher prayed for him and told him to go home and change the bandage.  

The young man was obedient to the word and the next day he came back completely healed. 

 Seymour 

 Sines asked about the box and Seymour told him he was meditating & waiting on God. 

 Brilliant preacher who could express the depth of God’s teaching in simple phrases. 

 Music 

 In that heavenly atmosphere, the worship was like the breath of God coming forth in music 
 

If you were at Azusa and your heart was right, God found a way to involve you in His miraculous works! 

 

Brother & Mother Riggs 

 Ralph Riggs as a 12 year old joined his good friend CW Ward under the direction and oversight 

of Sister Carney and prayed for and saw 6-8 miracles/night. 

 Healings/Miracles 

 God directed Ralph to pray for a 6 ft 5 inch tall/ 250lb homeless alcoholic blind man.  After 

prayer, the man received sight- the smell of alcohol disappeared became an evangelic 

preacher who preached revivals & established many Pentecostal churches across the Midwest 

 Mass Healing- large group of elderly arthritic patients healed at once. 

 Husband/Wife both wheelchair bound.  Ralph started to pray and then remembered the 

Carney Rule and in FAITH lifted their footrests before continuing.  They were both healed. 

 Mother Riggs prayed for group of 12 Elderly people who all came out of their wheelchairs, 

joined arms and began dancing and rejoicing before the Lord. 

 Shekinah Glory 

 So thick that Brother Riggs and Brother Ward would play hide-n-seek in the back of the room 

 Mother Riggs loved the Shekinah Glory Cloud, especially when the mist would begin to 

glow.  She tasted a bit of heaven during Azusa: walking in it, living in it, and breathing it in. 

 

Topeka Connection (Brother Lankford & Mrs. Lankford) 

 Brought the teaching of the Baptism of Holy Spirit from Topeka KS to Pisgah. 

 Healings/Miracles 

 Man’s fingers ripped off in a machining accident 2 weeks prior. Prayed- new fingers grew out 

 Hunchback woman was bent over and twisted. After prayer, back straightened dancing!! 

 Man with crippled legs hadn’t walked in over 2 years when a train pinned his legs down. 

Doctors told him they would have to be amputated, but he said he would go to Azusa and 

God would heal him (FAITH).  God put his bones back together and fully restored his legs. 

 Cleft lips, gaps filled between teeth, and in some cases new teeth would grow in mouths. 

 Woman had lost part of her nose to cancer.  Received prayer & the next day her nose healed  
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 Tumor on the back (12 inches long, 4 inches wide, and 3 inches tall) disappeared. 

 5 people brought from house for the blind.  Each time Brother Lankford laid his hands on 

their eyes and then removed them they could see… Instant healings! 

 Seymour 

 Man with wooden leg asked Seymour to pray that the infection where his wooden leg met his 

stump was becoming infected.  Instead Seymour told him to remove the wooden leg 

altogether, saying it will be hard for God to grow a new leg with that wood in the way.  Laid 

hands and asked the Lord to Glorify His name.  Prayed in Jesus name and commanded the leg 

to grow out…  It did!  The man began running, shouting, and praising the Lord. 

 Another man had lost his arm at the shoulder socket 10 years prior in a work-related accident.  

Seymour asked the people if they wanted to see God have a wonderful time?  He slapped the 

man’s shoulders and commanded the arm to grow out.  Instantly it did.  The next week that 

man came back to the Revival with 200 people who wanted to give their life to the Lord. 

 

Sister Mangrum 

 At 22 years old, was part of the Carney crowd at the Revival. 

 Healings/Miracles 

 Pigeon-toed woman’s legs straightened and healed.  Became life-long friends. 

 Woman’s ugly crooked nose straightened and made beautiful. 
 

Sister Mangrum rejoiced we have a God who cares enough about his children’s feelings to straighten out 

these women’s pigeon-toed legs and ugly nose- which had both been a source of ridicule in their lives. 

 

Sisters Lucille & Laura 

 Lucille was secretary for Aimee Semple-McPherson and later Jean Darnell 

 Lucille Healings/Miracles 

 Goldie had polio and one leg was 4 inches shorter than the other, but grew even w/prayer. 

 Woman’s wrist was crushed with a mallet and bones shattered.  Husband had done it to teach 

her a lesson.  Sister Lucille prayed in Jesus name and the wrist was completely restored. 

 Would pray by sticking fingers into the mouths of people missing teeth with badly infected 

gums and as they would use towels to wipe away the bad stuff, there would be a new tooth! 

 Laura Healings/Miracles 

 Woman with lung cancer walked to Revival by placing walking staff 6 inches in front of her 

and dragging herself forward and then repeating.  Took her over 3 hours to travel the 2 miles 

from her house.  Doctors told her lungs were completely ate up with cancer and she would 

die anytime.  She stood 5ft 6 inches tall and only weighed 65 lbs when she arrived at the 

revival.  Laura laid hands on and prayed for her, she immediately said it was easier to breath.  

The woman stayed at the revival and breathed in the Shekinah Glory mist and within 4 hours 

had gained 40 lbs.  She went to her doctor the next day, who didn’t recognize her and upon 

examining her declared her lungs and insides were completely healed- like new.  The 

woman’s doctor came to Revival and within a few months gave up traditional medicine, 

founded “Wings of Healing” ministry and experienced miracles galore! 

“Just then a woman who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years came up behind him and touched 

the edge of his cloak.  She said to herself, “If I only touch his cloak, I will be healed.” Jesus turned and 

saw her. “Take heart, daughter,” he said, “your faith has healed you.” And the woman was healed at 

that moment.” ~ Matthew 9:20-22 

 Shekinah Glory 

 Lucille was petite and loved to sit on the floor & allow the Glory mist to come up to her neck 

 Would lie down completely and breath it in; described it like being put into an oxygen tent 
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Brother Cantrell 

 A young man himself at 20 yrs of age, loved to watch God move through the teenagers 

 Healings/Miracles 

 Prayed for a “tongue-tied” man who his whole life 28 yrs- could only mumble.  Had the man 

stick his tongue out and commanded it be loosed in Jesus name.  Immediately the man could 

speak normally.  He ran shouting “Glory Hallelujah!” 

 Seymour 

 Cantrell was impressed that Seymour wasn’t influenced by what man said about his ministry 

 

Brother Garcia 

 UNITY- At Azusa all barriers were broken down as all races, social classes, and genders 

worshipped together as one- regardless of color, creed, or nationality. 

 Healings/Miracles 

 Prayed for 2 elderly women and 1 man who were all crippled and wheelchair bound.  One 

woman who couldn’t even feed herself, was completely healed & rose up and began to do a 

waltz.  She asked Brother Garcia if he was Jesus, to which he replied, “No, but He’s in me!” 

 The crippled man received prayer, said he felt electricity running through him, & was healed. 

 A 6 year old girl, who had been blind since she was 4, received prayer and her eyes’ pupils 

changed from gray to black and she was able to see perfectly. 

 Shekinah Glory 

 Witnessed God’s Glory/Power reach Grand Central Station ½ mile away from Azusa; as 

people getting off trains were hit with God’s power walking across the platform, began 

speaking in tongues, and were laid out on the ground under God’s power.   

 At times you could see the Glory flames on Azusa from Grand Central Station ½ mile away 

 Told Brother Tommy about William Seymour’s 100-yr Prophecy: Shekinah Glory’s return 
 

When you came into Azusa, you got healed.  The more you attended, the more Faith you had and the more 

things would happen.  Because your faith was building up as you saw other people believing and you 

believed, soon you had no doubt when you walked up to someone that they were going to get healed.  

After a while it was easy to have the boldness to walk up to someone and proclaim, “God is going to heal 

you tonight!” 

 

 

Sister Dundee 

The thought that God visited us in a barn to introduce His Son and revisited us through His Shekinah 

Glory in a warehouse that was once a stable, confounds the minds of scholars and sceptics.  We build 

great temples and cathedrals, and God keeps showing up in the most humble of dwellings! 
 

 Sister Dundee loved ministering to and praying for children 

 Healings/Miracles 

 7 year old crippled girl came in with braces.  Sister Dundee removed them and took them to 

the other side of the room (Act of FAITH) and told the girl, “Now you can’t get those back 

because you won’t need them.  Jesus is going to heal you.”  And He did! 

 Prayed for a baby with bent neck brought by his mother.  The neck was healed and the father 

returned with them the next day to get saved.  God’s Glory Healing WitnessSalvations 

 The Father went onto pastor one of the largest churches in Los Angeles for 35 years 

 6 year old boy who had to have his head strapped to a wheelchair to hold it up received 

prayer after removing the strap (Act of FAITH) and was completely healed. 
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Brother Fox 

Azusa was a hands-on workshop for the miraculous led by God Himself. God used this great outpouring 

not only to meet immediate needs, but also for preparation to serve Him throughout the world. He 

brought young people there to train them for the mission field both at home and across the world. 
 

 Brother Fox was at Azusa from the ages of 18-20.  He was in a season of preparation and 

receiving prior to being launched into the mission field of India to fulfill God’s purpose in his 

life.  By the time he reached India, he had the mighty life-changing power of God. 

 Healings/Miracles/Deliverances 

 Prayed for man with blackened throat who couldn’t talk because of throat cancer.  After 

praying he told the man to talk.  The man said “I can’t,” to which Brother Fox smiled and 

said, “Why don’t you say that again.” 

 He prayed for a group of 35 deaf people brought from a home.  Their interpreter did not have 

faith they could be healed, so Fox had him removed.  He then had all 35 hold hands in a 

circle and whispered in the first ear, “Deaf spirit, you come out in Jesus name!”  There was a 

little pop, a “whishing’ noise and the person could hear.  As the others saw the first man was 

healed, they got excited and their Faith rose up and every single one of them received healing 

 Shekinah Glory 

 Said as far as he could tell across his lifetime, the Shekinah Glory was unique to Azusa 

 Marveled that the level of power and anointing for healing was directly correlated to the 

thickness of the Glory cloud. 
 

“Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even 

greater things than these, because I am going to the Father.  And I will do whatever you ask in my name, 

so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.” 

~ John 14: 12-14 

 

Sister Goldie 

 Witnessed to Brother Tommy when he first arrived in Los Angeles and led him to Jesus 

 Healings/Miracles 

 Drawn to those with Disfigurements and Deformities.  

 Saw over 3,000 tumors or facial growths fall off of people as she prayed at Azusa over a 2 

year period. 

 

Brother Brown 

 Revival Warning: As Azusa waned and God called people to new assignments, Brother Brown 

would not go.  He stayed around Azusa asking the Lord to revive something that was done.  We 

can’t live off of yesterday’s anointing, the River will always move forward. 

 Healings/Miracles 

 Saw over 50 blind people instantly healed as he prayed for them at Azusa 

 One girl had been blind since birth with no whites in her eyes, they were solid black.  He 

prayed for her and the whites began to develop and she had perfect vision for the first time in 

her life. 

 

Legacy of Azusa Street Revival 
 

Azusa had global ramifications. Not only did people come to Azusa from all over the world, many went 

back home to their native countries, healed, renewed, inspired, transformed, and ready to be used of God. 

 

 Founders of The Assemblies of God & Church of God denominations strongly influenced at 

Azusa 

 Brother Fox- Missionary to India 
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 Brother John G Lake- Missionary to S Africa 


